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SECOND BIENNIAL REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH RESOLUTION AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “PROMOTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE 

PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN, ‘CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ’”

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” which, to ensure follow-up of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, instructed the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to present biennial reports to the General Assembly on progress made in the Convention's implementation and on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women;


RECALLING ALSO resolution AG/RES. 1626 (XXIX-O/99), “First Biennial Report on Compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”;


CONSIDERING that the number of countries that have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará has recently risen to 30, thereby demonstrating their support for and interest in the issue of violence against women;


RECOGNIZING that although the project carried out by the CIM and the CIM report show that efforts are being made throughout the Hemisphere to attain the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, and that although significant progress has been made, violence persists and is of such a magnitude that strategies must continue to be implemented to free women from that scourge; and


RECALLING that, in the Plans of Action adopted at the First and Second Summit of the Americas, a commitment was made, in addressing the subject of women, to take steps to eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against women, as was done in the CIM Strategic Plan of Action, which assigned priority to this topic, and in the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by this Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To note with satisfaction the Second Biennial Report to the General Assembly on Compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará.’”

2. To express its satisfaction with the progress made by the CIM and the member states in promoting the Convention and in attaining its objectives, in accordance with the priorities established in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.
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To encourage the governments that have not yet done so to ratify the Convention of Belém do Pará, and to urge all member states to continue to promote measures to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women in the Hemisphere, especially by adjusting their legislation in pursuance of this objective.

4. To urge the CIM and the member states to continue to develop strategies to attain the objectives of this Convention, and to publish the results in the next CIM follow-up report.

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Promotion of the International Criminal Court"\f 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: Spanish

PROMOTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), and AG/RES. 1709 (XXX-O/00); the recommendation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.102, Doc. 6 rev., April 16, 1999, Chap. VII, 21.3.B); and the document “Framework for OAS Action on the International Criminal Court” (CP/INF.248/00);

HAVING CONSIDERED the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00) (CP/doc.3482/01) and bearing in mind the recommendations contained therein;

CONCERNED over the persistent violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law throughout the world and the fact that the perpetrators of those acts go unpunished;

AFFIRMING that the states have the primary duty to prosecute those crimes so as to prevent their recurrence, and that complementary international agencies are needed to ensure the exercise of justice;

ACKNOWLEDGING IN THIS CONTEXT the historic adoption of the Statute of the International Criminal Court 
on July 17, 1998, in Rome;

RECALLING that it is the duty of every state to exercise its criminal jurisdiction against persons responsible for international crimes; and

RECOGNIZING that 139 states, including 26 member states of the Organization of American States, have signed the Statute of Rome and that 32 states, including seven member states of the Organization of American States, have ratified it,

RESOLVES:

1.
To urge those member states of the Organization that have not already done so to consider the possibility of ratifying or acceding to the Statute of Rome of the International Criminal Court, as applicable.

2.
To urge the member states of the Organization to participate in the meetings of the Preparatory Committee of the International Criminal Court, with a view to ensuring optimal operating conditions for the Court once it is established, in the context of unwavering protection of the integrity of the Statute of Rome.

3.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to ensure that the agenda for the next joint meeting with legal advisors of the foreign ministries of OAS member states includes a discussion of mechanisms to address and prevent the recurrence of serious violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law, and the role of the International Criminal Court in that process.

4. To request the Permanent Council to report to the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution
.

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality"\f 

OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01)
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Original: Spanish

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), “Status of Women in the Americas and Strengthening and Modernization of the Inter-American Commission of Women,
” which called a meeting of ministers or of the highest-ranking authorities responsible for the advancement of women in the member states and requested the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), acting as coordinator for the aforementioned meeting, to prepare a draft agenda that was to include approval of the 
"Draft Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
"; 


BEARING IN MIND the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”
;

CONSIDERING that the objective of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality is to integrate a gender perspective as a decisive strategy in implementing the Program and in attaining its ultimate purpose, which is the promotion and protection of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality;

REAFFIRMING the commitment undertaken at the highest level to protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all, to eradicate all forms of discrimination, and to promote equality, as expressed in the political declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas; and

EMPHASIZING that adoption of the Inter-American Program reaffirmed the states’ commitment to combat all forms of discrimination and to promote equal rights and opportunities for women and men, with a gender perspective, which will require the ongoing participation of the OAS and, in particular, of the CIM, as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality, as well as cooperation between the OAS and the different regional and subregional agencies and entities, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To receive with satisfaction the first report on the implementation and promotion of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00).

2. To reaffirm the governments’ commitment to integrate a gender perspective into their national programs and policies.

3. To welcome the work of the Secretary General and urge him to continue his efforts to implement the objectives of the Inter-American Program and promote the incorporation of a gender perspective as an integral part of the Organization’s activities, policies, programs, projects, and agendas.

4. To instruct the Secretary General and the Permanent Council to assign to the Inter-American Commission of Women, in the program-budget for 2002, the human and financial resources it needs in order to act as an organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program and of actions taken to implement that Program, bearing in mind the other priorities of the Organization.
5. To request voluntary contributions to accelerate the implementation of the Inter-American Program.

6. To request the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly, at its thirty-second regular session, on activities undertaken by all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to implement the Inter-American Program and to present recommendations to the General Assembly for its further implementation. 

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1787 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Observations and Recommendations of the Annual Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the Organization" 
OEA/Ser.P
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Original: Spanish

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS

OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION 

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations made by the Permanent Council on the annual reports presented by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CP/doc.3410/01), the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.3406/01), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.3424/01), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/doc.3427/01), the Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc.3423/01), the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (CP/doc.3425/01), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (CP/doc.3426/01), the Pan American Health Organization (CP/doc.3455/01), the Inter-American Indian Institute (CP/doc.3436/01), and the Inter American Children’s Institute (CP/doc.3418/01);

CONSIDERING:


That the observations and recommendations made by the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the aforementioned organs, agencies, and entities appear in the minutes 
CP/ACTA 1267/01 and 1269/01; and

That the Permanent Council’s recommendations and observations recognize the successful efforts of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to further the principles and objectives of the Organization and the inter-American system
; and

BEARING IN MIND that these reports have been presented pursuant to Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and resolution AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97), 

RESOLVES:

1. To note the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports and to transmit them to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization
.

2. To thank the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that complied with the statutory deadline for presentation of annual reports, and once again to urge all organs, agencies, and entities to present their reports in accordance with Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

3. To congratulate the Pan American Institute of Geography and History on its contribution to efforts to achieve a just and peaceful solution to the territorial dispute between Guatemala and Belize.

4. To express appreciation for the major efforts being made by the Inter-American Commission of Women and its Executive Secretariat to promote women’s rights in the Americas.

5. To encourage the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture to continue its constructive work in support of agricultural development in the region.

6. To congratulate the Inter-American Children’s Institute for the work carried out within limited resources, and to recommend that the Institute concentrate its efforts on implementing mandates from the Summit of the Americas and expanding its programs and activities in the English-speaking Caribbean member states.

7. To place particular emphasis on the important activities carried out by the Pan American Health Organization in fulfillment of its aims and objectives.

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1790 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS" 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1790 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: English

APPOINTMENT OF WOMEN TO SENIOR MANAGEMENT POSITIONS AT THE OAS

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that resolution AG/RES. 1627 (XXIX-O/99), “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Position at the OAS”, urged the Secretary General to establish as an objective that, by the year 2005, women should occupy 50% of posts in all categories of the OAS system;

RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 1729 (XXX-O/00) regarding the seventh biennial report of the Secretary General of the OAS on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 829 (XVI-O/86), "Full and Equal Participation of Women by the Year 2000," which urged the inter-American system to continue working to achieve full and equal participation by women in development and in decision-making process and instruct the Secretary General of the OAS to increase his efforts to guarantee equal opportunity for women in obtaining senior executive positions in the OAS, taking into account the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;

BEARING IN MIND Article 120 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, and Article 37 of the General Standards, which stipulates that first consideration shall be given to efficiency, competence, and integrity in the recruitment of General Secretariat personnel, but that importance shall also be attached to the criterion of the widest possible geographic distribution in hiring personnel at all levels; and Article 137 of the Charter of the Organization, which states that the Organization of American  States does not allow any restriction based on race, creed, or sex with respect to eligibility to hold positions in the Organization and to participate in its activities;

BEARING IN MIND that the issue of matching organizational structure and staffing with mandates and resources is to be considered by the OAS Permanent Council pursuant to AG/RES 2 (XXVII-E/00);


RECALLING that the CIM Plan of Action on Women’s Participation in Power and Decision‑Making Structures, adopted by the Twenty‑ninth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM [CIM/RES. 198 (XXIX-O/98)] urges that areas for priority action include the promotion of equal opportunities in the classification of posts and procedures, the encouragement of upward mobility in the civil service, and the fostering of similar principles in various organizations and public institutions, such as the OAS;


REAFFIRMING the commitment expressed at the highest levels in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, to promote gender equity and equality and women's human rights by strengthening and fostering women's full and equal participation in decision‑making at all levels, women's empowerment, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership; 
CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, which was approved at the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women, held in April 2000, by the CIM and which was adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS, by Resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00) and endorsed by the Heads of State and Government in Quebec City calls for the OAS General Secretariat to “implement measures to ensure full and equal access by men and women to all categories of posts in the OAS system, particularly in decision-making positions”;

RECOGNIZING that at the OAS, as of December 1990, the percentage of women at high‑level executive posts was 19% at the D-2 level, 20% at the D-1 level, 11% at the P-5 level and 23% at P-4 level and, that as of December of 1998 the proportion was 9% at the D-2 level, 17% at the D-1 level, 20% at the P-5 level and 51% at the P-4 level, and as of March 2001 the proportion was 0% at the non-classified and elected level, 20% at the D-2 level, 28% at the D-1 level, 23% at the P-5 level and 52% at the P-4 level,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the Secretary General to reaffirm the urgent goal that women should occupy, by the year 2005, 50% of posts at each level within the OAS organs, agencies and entities, particularly at the P-4 level and above.

2. To urge the Secretary General to continue to make gender equity and equality one of the priorities in his continuing efforts to establish a new management culture in the Organization and to undertake, within the framework of the Permanent Council’s discussions on the issue of matching organizational structure and staffing with mandates and resources, to achieve the above mentioned objective.

3. To urge the Secretary General to appoint qualified women as representatives and special envoys so that they may use their good offices in representing the Secretary General in matters relating to all areas and sectors.

4. To urge the Secretary General to actively seek and support the nomination, election or appointment of qualified women to all vacant positions in the OAS.

5. To request the Secretary General to continue his work to establish policies of gender equality in the workplace and to make each manager accountable for the application of these policies.

6. To urge all member states to support the efforts of the Secretary General and of the President of the CIM by identifying, and regularly submitting, through their permanent missions to the OAS, the most highly‑qualified women candidates to occupy positions of trust within the OAS and, to encourage more women to apply for vacant positions, which will have been widely publicized in all member states.

7. To request the Secretary General to monitor closely the progress made by OAS organs, agencies and entities in meeting the goal of women occupying 50% of posts at each level in the OAS by the year 2005, to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of this resolution, providing it every year relevant Department of Human Resources statistics, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.

 TC \n "AG/RES. 1809 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor" 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1809 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: Spanish

TWELFTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 1997-2001
; the Declaration and Plan of Action of Viña del Mar 
adopted by the Ministers of Labor at the Eleventh Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor
; resolution RESDA-XI/RES. 5/00 of the Meeting to Follow-up on the Decisions Adopted by the Eleventh Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor
; the Declaration of Quebec City and the Plan of Action 
signed by the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas; and resolutions CIDI/RES. 90 (V-O/00) and CIDI/RES. 11 (I-E/01);


CONSIDERING that at the Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec City, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, supported the preparatory process for the Twelfth Conference in 2001, and directed the ministers to build upon the Viña del Mar Declaration by collaborating in the examination of the labor dimension of the Summit of the Americas process in order to identify areas of agreement and issues where further work needs to be done;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That resolution CIDI/RES. 90 (V-O/00) provided for the holding of the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor in 2001 in Canada;


That resolution CIDI/RES. 95 (V-O/00) recommended to the OAS General Assembly that it approve the necessary resources in the 2001 program-budget for holding the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; and


That the Government of Canada confirmed its offer to host the above-mentioned meeting,

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note that CIDI has convened the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor to be held in Ottawa, Canada, from October 17 to 19, 2001.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to provide the Ministers of Labor with all the necessary technical and secretariat support for preparatory and follow-up meetings on the mandates of the Second and Third Summit of the Americas, contained in the sections on labor.


3.
To recommend to the member states to promote, with the support of the Unit for Social Development and Education in coordination with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), the preparation of multilateral projects related to the Summits mandates.


4.
To request CIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1810 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Second Meeting of Ministers of Education" 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1810 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: Spanish

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and resolutions CIDI/RES. 71 (IV-O/99), CIDI/RES. 90 (V-O/00), and CIDI/RES. 13 (I-E/01), “Second Meeting of Ministers of Education”;

CONSIDERING:


That, through resolution AG/RES. 1572 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly urged the member states to support the Meeting of Ministers of Education, and use that meeting as an example of how CIDI mechanisms can be used to follow-up on the commitments of the Second Summit of the Americas
;


That the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Third Summit of the Americas, decided to entrust the OAS with organizing, within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a meeting of Ministers of Education in Uruguay, to be held before the end of 2001, with a mandate, inter alia, to identify and set up appropriate hemispheric mechanisms to ensure the implementation of the education initiatives contained in the Plan of Action of the Quebec City Summit, and to continue to promote actions on priorities identified in the Summits of Santiago and Miami
; and


That the Government of Uruguay has offered to host the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education within the CIDI framework,

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note that CIDI has convened the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI, to be held on September 24 and 25, 2001, in Punta del Este, Uruguay.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with SEDI, to provide the Ministers of Education with all the necessary technical and secretariat support for preparatory and follow-up meetings on the mandates of the Second and Third Summits of the Americas, contained in the sections on education.


3.
To instruct the Nonpermanent Specialized Committee on Education (CENPES) to give priority to the multilateral projects, contained in the Inter-American Program of Education, when it prepares the report referred to in Article 21 of the Statutes of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) on the partnership for development activities it recommends for execution in the year 2002.


4.
To recommend to the member states to promote, with the support of the Unit for Social Development and Education in coordination with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), the preparation of multilateral projects related to the Summits mandates.


5.
To request CIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.

 TC \n " AG/RES. 1817 (XXXI-O/01)" 

 TC "Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community" 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1817 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: English

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

AND THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM, AND THE 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the reports of the General Secretariat on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1710 (XXX-O/00), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System,” (CP/doc.3457/01), of resolution AG/RES. 1713 (XXX-O/00), “Cooperation between the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System” (CP/doc.3459/01) and of resolution AG/RES. 1714 (XXX-O/00), “Cooperation between the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community,” (CP/doc.3458/01),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1710 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1713 (XXX-O/00), and AG/RES. 1714 (XXX-O/00).

2. To recognize the activities carried out under the OAS/UN Cooperation Agreement.

3. To request the General Secretariat to continue implementing the recommendations of the OAS/CARICOM General Meeting held at OAS headquarters in 1998.

4. To request the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities of cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the following organizations:  the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community.


5. To request the Secretary General to facilitate increased intersectoral contacts with the heads of the technical areas of the three organizations mentioned above.

6. To request the Secretary General to report on these actions to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.

 TC \n “AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01)” 

 TC "Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process" 
OEA/Ser.P


AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01)


5 June 2001


Original: Spanish

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS
OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Resolution adopted at the third plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;

subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN the annual report of the Permanent Council on the Report of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management 2000-2001 (CP/doc.3485/01), presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”;


BEARING IN MIND the Summits initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994); the Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996); the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998); and the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001);


RECALLING that, in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management (Special Committee), open to all member states, to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up to the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits, and in subsequent resolutions instructed the Special Committee to report, through the Permanent Council, in writing to the foreign ministers at each regular session of the General Assembly on its activities;


RECOGNIZING that the Special Committee has served as the framework for civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process;

RECALLING FURTHER:

That, during the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly, the ministers of foreign affairs of the member states engaged in dialogue in preparation for the Third Summit of the Americas;

That, at the Third Summit, the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere signed the Declaration of Quebec City and Plan of Action; the Statement: “Connecting the Americas”; and the Declaration in Support of the Peace Process in Colombia;


The agreements set out in the Quebec City Plan of Action in the section on “Follow-up to the Plan of Action”; and


That the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the Summit mandates; and

RECOGNIZING the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up to the Quebec City Plan of Action and its predecessors, and of timely, effective support in the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas,

RESOLVES:


1.
To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate, through its Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management (Special Committee), the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas.

2.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give top priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, pursuant to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly to the Special Committee in this regard.


3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to act, through its Office of Summit Follow-up, as the technical secretariat and institutional memory of the Summits process, in accordance with the Plan of Action of the Quebec City Summit.


4.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support to ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates on topics relevant to the OAS.


5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to develop, through its Office of Summit Follow-up, in accordance with the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, suggestions on ways in which civil society organizations can contribute to the monitoring and implementation of Summit initiatives for further recommendation to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG).


6.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through its Office of Summit Follow-up and in collaboration with other relevant multilateral organizations, to (a) coordinate the implementation of the Summit mandates assigned to the OAS; (b) coordinate the monitoring of and exchange of information on such implementation; and (c) develop clear mechanisms to assess said implementation.


7.
To welcome the Memorandum of Understanding between and the letter signed by the presidents of the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank in which they commit to the establishment of a Joint Summit Working Group on coordinating support among other organizations associated with the Summit process in the implementation of the Quebec City Plan of Action, and to request the Secretary General to maintain a permanent dialogue in this regard with the presidents of both these institutions.


8.
To request the Secretary General to present proposals to the Permanent Council on the need to strengthen and reform the institutional and financial mechanisms of the Organization to support the Summits of the Americas process and to instruct the Permanent Council to take the pertinent decisions in this respect.


9.
To instruct the Permanent Council to allocate resources in the program-budget of the Organization that allow for the full and timely execution of this resolution, and to instruct the Secretary General to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within those and other resources.

10.
To instruct the Secretary General to create, in accordance with the instruction of the Third Summit of the Americas, a specific fund from voluntary contributions to finance OAS activities in support of the SIRG.


11.
To instruct the Special Committee to report, through the Permanent Council, to the foreign ministers at the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.
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THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND CIVIL SOCIETY

(Resolution adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;. 
subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council on the topics assigned to the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc. .../01);

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), “The Organization of American States and Civil Society” and AG/RES. 1668 (XXIX-O/99), “Strengthening Cooperation between Governments and Civil Society”;

RECALLING ALSO the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council through its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99);

BEARING IN MIND:

That in the Declaration of Quebec City of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere stated that they “welcome and value the contributions of civil society ... to (the) Plan of Action” and “affirm that openness and transparency are vital to building public awareness and legitimacy…”; and

That the Plan of Action of Quebec City of the Third Summit of the Americas states that, among other initiatives, governments will develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system;

REAFFIRMING the significant contribution of civil society organizations to the activities of the OAS and of the related organs, agencies and entities of the inter-American system;

RECOGNIZING:

That the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities benefited from presentations by directors of various organs, agencies and entities of the OAS on their experiences with civil society organizations; and

That various civil society organizations contributed to the work of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management; and

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts undertaken by member states to enhance civil society participation in public life, notably the adoption of the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean Community, 

RESOLVES:

1. To request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (the Committee), and in accordance with the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities (the Guidelines), develop strategies to increase civil society participation in the OAS. 

2. To request that the Committee:

a. Study the feasibility of and modalities for enhancing and regularizing the dialogue between the OAS and accredited civil society organizations( and, to that end

b. Prepare and hold, prior to the thirty-second General Assembly, a special session with the participation of the said organizations, thereby encouraging appropriate and broad participation and equitable treatment of topics.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat:

a. To consolidate, under the direction of the Committee, a database on best practices of civil society participation in the OAS, based on the guidelines approved for such purposes; and

b. To consult with other international organizations on their activities to promote civil society participation.

4. To request the General Secretariat to support member states that so request, in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the use of information and communications technologies. 

5. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution in keeping with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

6. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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MODERNIZATION OF THE OAS AND

RENEWAL OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

(Resolution adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;. 
subject to review by the Style Committee)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that, in the Declaration of Santiago adopted at the Second Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the member states issued a mandate to study ways to strengthen and modernize the institutions of the Hemisphere, particularly the Organization of American States;

CONSIDERING statements made by the ministers of foreign affairs on the occasion of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation on the topic, “Restructuring of the Inter-American System in the context of the Summit of the Americas:  Strengthening and Modernization,” at both the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Windsor, Canada, and the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly, held in San José, Costa Rica;
TAKING NOTE that at the Summit in Quebec City, the Heads of State and Government recognized the work done by the OAS by showing concrete accomplishments in the fulfillment of the mandates assigned by previous Summits, and entrusted to it new mandates in both implementation and follow-up, and support to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG);

AWARE that the Declaration and the Plan of Action of Quebec City mandated the ministers of foreign affairs to further and deepen the process of reform in the OAS, with the support of appropriate resources, so as to enable the Organization to reinforce its capacity to implement and follow up on the mandates of the Summits; and

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 1738 (XXX-O/00), “Modernization of the OAS and Renewal of the Inter-American System,”

RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate and thank the Secretary General for the initiative to evaluate the budgetary implications of the activities that will have to be carried out in order to fulfill the mandates entrusted to the OAS by the Heads of State and Government at the Summit of Quebec City.

2. To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare, by October 31, 2001, a draft proposal for the restructuring and modernization of the OAS, based on a comprehensive study and analysis intended to compare the organizational structure with the mandates and available Regular Fund, Specific Fund, and External Fund resources to fulfill more effectively the mandates of the General Assembly; including those entrusted to it by the Summits of the Americas.

3. To entrust the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management, to make recommendations on the aforementioned  proposal. 

4. To hold a special session of the General Assembly to adopt decisions on the aforementioned recommendations and to report on their implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.
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RESOLUTION OF SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA

INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER

(Resolution adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 5, 2001;. 
subject to review by the Style Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND that the Heads of State and Government, gathered in Quebec City, at the Third Summit of the Americas, adopted the DEMOCRACY CLAUSE, which establishes that “any unconstitutional alteration or interruption of the democratic order in a state of the Hemisphere constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to the participation of that state’s government in the Summit of the Americas process”;


FULFILLING the mandate given to the foreign ministers “to prepare, in the framework of the next General Assembly of the OAS, an Inter-American Democratic Charter to reinforce OAS instruments for the active defense of representative democracy”;


COMMENDING the Government of Peru for its initiative and leadership in activities related to the Inter-American Democratic Charter proposal; and


CONSIDERING that, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States, representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and development of the region, and that one of the purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the resolve of all its members states to adopt an Inter-American Democratic Charter for the purpose of promoting and consolidating representative democracy as the system of government of all American states.

2. To accept the attached proposed Inter-American Democratic Charter, which will serve as the base document for final consideration of the Charter by the member states.

3. To instruct the Permanent Council to strengthen and expand, by September 10, 2001, the proposed Inter-American Democratic Charter, in accordance with the OAS Charter, taking into account any consultations that member state governments may carry out in keeping with their constitutional procedures and democratic practices.

4. The proposed Inter-American Democratic Charter will be made public to help civil society form an opinion in accordance with the guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities. 

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special session of the General Assembly to be held in Lima, Peru by no later than September 30, 2001.

APPENDIX

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTER‑AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER – rev. 7

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, in the Declaration of Quebec City, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held April 20 to 22, 2001, approved a democracy clause which establishes that any unconstitutional alteration or interruption of the democratic order in a state of the hemisphere constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to the participation of that state's government in the Summit of the Americas process; 

BEARING IN MIND that existing democratic provisions in regional and sub-regional mechanisms express the same objectives as the democracy clause adopted by the Heads of State and government in Quebec; 

AWARE that on that occasion, the Heads of State and Government instructed their Foreign Ministers to prepare, in the framework of the XXXI regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS in San Jose, Costa Rica, an Inter‑American Democratic Charter to reinforce OAS instruments for the active defense of representative democracy;

CONSIDERING that, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States, representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace and development of the region, and that one of the purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention;

REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature that attends to the exercise of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to consolidate its values, as well as freedom and solidarity in the hemisphere;

CONSIDERING that the solidarity and cooperation of American states requires their political organization based on the effective exercise of representative democracy, and that development, economic growth with equity and democracy are interdependent and mutually reinforcing conditions;

REAFFIRMING that the elimination of critical poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states;

AWARE of the significant contribution of the development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy in the hemisphere;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, in the Santiago Commitment to Democracy and the Renewal of the Inter‑American System, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed their determination to adopt a series of effective, timely and expeditious procedures to ensure the promotion and defense of representative democracy, and that resolution (AG/RES. 1080 (XXI‑O/91) subsequently established a mechanism for collective action in the case of a sudden or irregular interruption of the democratic political institutional process or of the legitimate exercise of power by the democratically elected government in any of the Organization's member states;

RECALLING that, in the Declaration of Nassau (AG/DEC. 1 (XXII‑O/92) the member states agreed to develop mechanisms to provide assistance, when requested by a member state, to promote, preserve and strengthen representative democracy, in order to complement and give effect to the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1080;

BEARING IN MIND that in the Declaration of Managua for the Promotion of Democracy and Development (AG/RES.4 XXIII-0/93), the member states expressed their conviction that democracy, freedom and development are inseparable and indivisible parts of a renewed and integral vision of American solidarity, and that instilling these values will depend on the capacity of the Organization to contribute to preserve and strengthen the democratic structures in the hemisphere;

CONSIDERING that in the Declaration of Managua for the Promotion of Democracy and Development, the member States expressed their conviction that the Organization’s mission does not exhaust itself in the defense of democracy wherever its fundamental values and principles have collapsed, but also calls for ongoing and creative work to prevent and anticipate the very causes of the problems that affect a democratic system of government; and  

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that it is useful to consolidate and strengthen in this Charter the different provisions in the fields of promotion, preservation and defense of democracy, in order to provide the member States and the Organization a series of performance standards and procedures in the event of an unconstitutional alteration or interruption of the democratic order in a member state; 

RESOLVES:

To approve the following:

INTER‑AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER

I

Democracy and the Inter-American System

Article 1

The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy.

Article 2

Representative democracy is the political system of the states of the Organization of American States, on which their constitutional regimes and the rule of law are based. 

Article 3

Essential elements of representative democracy are the holding of free and fair elections as an expression of popular sovereignty, access to power through constitutional means, a pluralist system of political parties and organizations and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Article 4

The strengthening of democracy requires transparency, probity, responsibility, and effectiveness in the exercise of public authority, respect for social rights, freedom of the press, as well as economic and social development. 

Article 5

Solidarity and the strengthening of inter-American cooperation for integral development, and especially the fight against critical poverty are fundamental parts of the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy and constitute a common and shared responsibility of the American states.

Article 6

Citizen participation in decisions regarding their own development is a fundamental condition for the legitimate and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy.

II

Democracy and Human Rights

Article 7

Democracy is a condition for the full and effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental liberties. 

Article 8

The exercise of democracy must ensure the enjoyment by all persons of their fundamental liberties and the human rights such as those embodied in the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Protocol of San Salvador on economic, social and cultural rights and other inter-American human rights instruments. 

Article 9

Women and men whose civil and political rights are violated are entitled, to present claims or petitions before the Inter-American System for the protection and promotion of human rights in accordance with its established procedures.

III

Mechanisms for the Strengthening and Defense of Democracy

Article 10

When the government of a Member State considers that its democratic political institutional process or its legitimate exercise of power is at risk, it may solicit from the Organization timely and necessary assistance for the preservation of its democratic system and its strengthening.

Article 11

When a situation arises in a Member State that may affect the development of its democratic political institutional process or the legitimate exercise of its power, the Secretary General may, with prior consent of the government concerned, undertake visits or other actions in order to analyze the situation. The Secretary General will submit a report to the Permanent Council, which will undertake a collective assessment of the situation and, where necessary, may adopt decisions for the preservation  of the democratic system and its strengthening.  

Democratic Clause

Article 12

In accordance with the democratic clause contained in the Declaration of Quebec City, any unconstitutional alteration or interruption of the democratic order in a member state of the OAS constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to the participation of that state's government in sessions of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Councils of the Organization and the specialized conferences, the commissions, working groups and any other bodies established in the OAS, subject to the Charter of the OAS [, as well as the Summits of the Americas process].

Article 13

In the event of any occurrences giving rise to the sudden or irregular interruption of the democratic political institutional process or of the legitimate exercise of power by the democratic government, the affected state, another member state, or the Secretary General will request the immediate convocation of the Permanent Council to make a collective assessment of the situation.  The Permanent Council will convoke, depending on the situation, a Meeting of Consultation of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or a special session of the General Assembly within a ten day period, in order to adopt the decisions it deems appropriate, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization,  international law, and the provisions of this Democratic Charter. 

Article 14 

When the Meeting of Consultation of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs or a special session of the General Assembly determines that there has been an unconstitutional interruption of the democratic order of a Member State, it shall be, pursuant to the OAS Charter, by means of the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the member states.  This determination leads to the suspension of said State in the exercise of its right to participate in the OAS.  [This situation would entail suspension from participation in the Summit of the Americas process.]   The suspension shall take effect immediately. The member state which has been subject to suspension shall continue to fulfill its obligations to the Organization, in particular, its human rights obligations.

Article 15

When a decision is taken to suspend a government, the Organization will maintain its diplomatic initiatives to restore democracy in the affected member state.

Article 16

Any member state or the Secretary General may propose to the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs or to the General Assembly that the suspension be lifted.  This decision shall require the vote of two thirds of the Member States, in accordance with the OAS Charter.

IV

Democracy and Electoral Observation Missions

Article 17

The OAS will send electoral observation missions with such scope and coverage as determined in the Agreement signed for these purposes with the interested member state and if in the country there exists conditions of security and free access to information. The electoral observation missions shall be carried out provided the member state requesting the mission guarantees the free and fair nature of the electoral process and the appropriate conduct of the electoral institutions. The Secretary General may send preliminary missions for the purpose of assessing the existence of said conditions.

Article 18

If the minimum guarantees or conditions for holding free and fair elections do not exist, and with the consent or at the request of the interested government, the OAS may send preliminary technical  missions to create or improve said conditions. 

V

The Promotion of Democracy

Article 19

The OAS will continue to undertake activities and programs of various kinds to promote democracy and its values.

Article 20

The objectives of the programs and actions will be to promote governance, stability, good governance and the quality of democracy with special preference given to strengthening political institutions and the wide range of social organizations which make up civil society.  At the same time, and noting that democracy is not just a juridical structure and a political regime, but a way of life founded in liberty and the constant economic, social and cultural improvement of its people, such programs will pay similar attention to strengthening a democratic culture and promote democratic principles and practices, the values of liberty and social justice in child and youth education. 

Article 21

The creation of a democratic culture, and the education of children and youth in the principles and practices of a society based on freedom and social justice, require programs and resources to strengthen democratic institutions and foster democratic values.  It is a priority to promote a link between elected political bodies and civil society.

Article 22

Political parties and other political organizations are essential components of democracy.  It is a priority interest of the inter‑American democratic community to promote growing and representative participation by the people in political parties to strengthen the democratic way of life, while paying special attention to the problems derived from the high cost of electoral campaigns [and the undue influence that may be exerted by large donors]. 

CDdoc-24.ing

CIM00948E


































































































































































































































































































































� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP08134S01�









































� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP08135E01�










































































� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP08538E04�




















�EMBED Word.Picture.8���



































�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Verified.  EYoder


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Verified.  EYoder


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��CIDI/RES. 95 (V-O/00)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��[krl] AG/RES. 1572.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��[krl] Plan of Action of Third Summit of the Americas.





PAGE  
26

_1049696836.doc
[image: image1.png]






